Our Adventures in Québec
By Maya B., Emily H., Rachel B., Emilie H., Juanita B., and Isabelle H. of Arlington Girl Scout Troop 1032

This article is about the time our Girl Scout troop spent in Québec in July 2007. We all enjoyed it enormously, and would like to tell you about our experiences:

Maya 


My troop and I went to La Musée de la Civilisation. We looked at two of their many exhibits.


The first one we went to was a dragon exhibit, and it was very fun! The thing I think we enjoyed most about it was a game they had, where three people get to pick one of three characters. (You can choose from a princess, a dragon, or a prince.) You then design your character to make him/her the way you want them to look. Then you choose what you want your character to do. The computer system in the game then makes a story from what the three people wanted their character to do. It ended up very silly. 

After we finished looking at the dragon exhibit, we went to the Tintin exhibit. There were original Tintin comic strips from the old Tintin books and short little stories about Tintin and his creator Hergé. One interesting fact is that Hergé hated Tintin! After we finished up there, we went to a circus the Musee had. It seemed to be for younger kids, because none of us seemed to like it.


After that, we headed over to the WAY overpriced gift shop. It didn't take very long to figure out that we didn't want anything, just because of the price. Nevertheless, we definitely had tons of fun!

  

The troop also went to the Mano Chao concert. It was freezing, and everyone was huddled under two small blankets. The music was great, and we couldn't help but dance. Not because of the music, though, we were dancing to stay warm. We danced the whole time (except for maybe the first half hour.) We danced until the end of the last song (or at least what we thought was the last song.) Anyway, by the time the band started the third encore, our feet were REALLY tired. We all huddled under the blankets (This was pretty hard, seeing as there were six kids and two adults huddled under two small blankets). But hey, it was fun. The band went on to do forty minute’s worth of encores. Needless to say, we had lots of fun!

Emily 


On Saturday, our troop walked the long, very sunny promenade down to the Citadelle, an active military garrison located on the Plains of Abraham. We had all been very excited about seeing the Changing of the Guard, practically since we started planning the trip to Québec (or, at least, I had been). I don't know about the other girls, but I definitely thought it lived up to all the hype. Just watching all of the soldiers marching in perfect unison was neat, but I think my favorite part was getting to see Batisse, the regimental goat. He was incredibly well behaved and quite cute too. 

After we watched the Changing of the Guard, we went on a tour of the Citadelle itself. Our tour guide was very friendly and knowledgeable, and shared all sorts of neat facts about the different buildings. For example, because the roofs of the older buildings are covered in grass and enemy soldiers looked at the Plains of Abraham from a distance, they wouldn't be able to see the Citadelle at all. Some new buildings sprang up during more recent occupation, making the Citadelle visible, but I think it must have been really neat before that. 
All in all, I think the Citadelle is an awesome place to visit in Québec City, especially for history and architecture buffs like me.

Emilie 

After a walk around Québec, our troop drove to Montmorency Falls. There were a couple of smaller falls there but Montmorency was definitely the biggest. It’s big enough to be seen and heard from the highway. To get to the picnic area, you have to walk across a long bridge that gives you a great view of the falls. The picnic area was beautiful with the waterfall in the background. We took the gondola up to the top, which was really fun. To get to the bridge that goes across the top of the falls you have to hike up a small trail. The view from the bridge was amazing, and a bit scary! After we had crossed the bridge, we began the walk down the long zigzag staircase. The lower you get the closer and louder the falls get. At the bottom, there is a platform right next to the falls. If you don’t mind wind and getting a little wet, (okay, really wet) the platform is the place to go. You can get right up close to the falls and feel the mist. That was one of my favorite parts of the falls. After we got back, we went to the gift shop and looked around.
 
Montmorency falls was one of the highlights of our trip and I highly recommend going there. 

 

Juanita 

            Before you read any further, you ought to know: if you have more than three girls living in close quarters in another country, you are bound to have crazy games going on in whatever free time they may have.

One game we played a lot was Truth or Dare.


Truth or Dare pretty much explains itself. One person asks another, “Truth or Dare?” If they say “Truth” the asker asks them something like “Who was your first crush?” and the answerer must answer truthfully. If the answerer says, “Dare,” the asker can say something like, “Go out and sing in front of those drunken people.” Then, the dared one has to do it unless they want to be called a wimp for the rest of the night. I recommend Truth or Dare as a game to do in your free time. Another game we played is Mafia, for which you need a minimum of five players. More, of course is always better. First, there is a “god”. God picks someone to be the “Mafia” and someone to be an “Angel”. The others who weren’t picked are the townspeople. The mafia then chooses someone to kill. The angel, using its wisdom, saves someone. During this whole thing, only the god’s eyes are open. Then everyone opens his or her eyes and the god tells a story. The following is an example: Let’s say there are six people playing. One of them is god. The others are Ann, Bob, Carla, Danny, and Egbert. God chooses Egbert to be mafia and Carla to be the angel. He tells mafia to pick someone to kill, and Egbert chooses Bob. He tells the angel to choose someone to save; Carla saves Bob. The story could go like this. Ann and Bob were close friends so they went for a walk. Somehow, they found themselves separated from one another. After a while, Ann reached home, but Bob had not returned. They lost hope he would ever come back, but amazingly, only a little tired and hungry he returned safely. Then the townspeople vote on who they think was the mafia. If they get it, then the game is over. If they are wrong, the game goes on for another round with a new mafia and angel, until eventually the townspeople figure out who did it. There were a few smaller games we played like M*A*S*H* and Slide, but mostly we played Truth or Dare and even more so we simply talked.

I hope that when you go across the world you will remember to play with the people you travel with as well.
Isabelle 


The fashions and stores of Québec are enough to satisfy the most avid fashion lover. On our arrival in the upper city, we were immediately accosted with an array of mouth-watering stores. Their windows were plastered with bright Summer Sale signs. The clothes that were displayed were a range from medieval clothing and Crocs to the type of dress that you would wear to a cocktail party. Our favorite stores in all were Le Chateau and Simon. Le Chateau had a large range of summer clothing and some very cool shirts that had the pattern impressed on them so that the pattern stood out. One of these shirts was purchased immediately by Shelda in a lovely peach color. Simon was a large old-fashioned department store with very tasteful clothing in it. After much debating, I purchased a red dress with a red ribbon sash that tied on the side and a brown shirt with a lighter brown and blue pattern on it. All in all, we had a very successful day shopping and were ready to go back to the hostel for some lunch. 
Rachel 


To acquire enough money for our trip, we had to work very hard and save up. We sold cookies and magazines. We collected used toys, furniture, and things like that, and had a yard sale. We made an estimate on how much money we would need, and than worked to obtain that amount. To go to Québec we needed to get $2000. We were very careful about how much money we spent, and at the end of the five-day-long trip, we still had around $400 left over.


During the trip, the troop stayed in a hostel called the Auberge de la Paix. We found it on the internet by googling "youth hostels." They have a website at http://www.aubergedelapaix.com, which was very useful. Some of the girls really liked the bunk beds and the little courtyard in the back, which had a little swinging picnic table and a ping-pong table. I wish that the showers had been a little nicer. (You had to press a button to start them and after several seconds, you had to press it again.) The kitchen was nice enough, and the rooms were clean—although I did find an empty six-pack of beer. The proprietors were very nice—they withstood my horrible French! I had a lot of fun at the Auberge and hope that I can visit it again someday.

All Girls: Street Performers

The street performers in Québec were some of the best we have ever seen.  The city supported the performers by providing bleacher seating and lights at three different venues every afternoon and evening.   Emilie’s favorite was the funny red-haired guy who rolled around in a 6 ft hoop to Russian music.  A woman juggling tennis rackets captured the attention of Isabelle with her long swinging braid and her act of sorting silverware by tossing it into the air and landing in cans.  She also did flaming devil sticks and Diablo.  Rachel and Juanita both enjoyed men dressed as construction workers who did break-dancing.  A street performer visiting from San Francisco stunned the crowd with a dazzling finale where he pulled a twenty dollar bill out of bear trap with his teeth which was at the end of a plank that was at the top of a ladder while balancing on one arm.  He also did a contortionist act and put his entire six-foot frame through a toilet seat.  There were also many musicians performing a wide variety of musical genres all around the city.
