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1. Scavenger Hunt
Visit the Harvard Museum of Natural History (26 Oxford St. in Cambridge) and complete the attached scavenger hunt as you go through the museum.
2. Other Fossils
Not all paleontology is about dinosaur bones.  All sorts of things from the past become fossils - shells, insects, plants, fish, mammals, early hominids, and others.  Find out about three different things besides dinosaurs that have become fossils.
3. Fossil Collection
Start your own fossil collection.  You can use fossils you have found, or you can purchase some in the museum shop or other places.  You can also draw pictures or take photos of the fossils you see in the museum.  Present this collection to your troop.
4. Making Fossils
Some fossils are formed when the hard parts of an animal, like bones and teeth, are replaced by minerals that turn to stone over millions of years.  Other fossils are created when an organism leaves an imprint in mud, which over time turns to stone and keeps the imprint in it.

Create your own “fossil” by pressing a shell, leaf, bone, or other object into wet plaster or clay.  After it dries, compare the imprint to the original.
5. Career Search
You know a paleontologist works with fossils such as dinosaur bones, but what exactly does that involve?  Find out more about paleontology as a career, including: where a paleontologist works, what kind of education is necessary, and what a typical day is like.
6. Women Paleontologists
Though the ones you hear about mostly seem to be men, there were - and are - many female paleontologists.  One well-known woman paleontologist was Mary Anning.  At age 12, she was the first person to identify icthyosaurs.  Later she discovered the first pterosaur, and found out what coprolite was (look that up to see what it is).

Using the Internet or a library, learn about some other female paleontologists.  If you can, talk to a woman who is a paleontologist to find out more about her and her job.
7. Current Events
New discoveries in paleontology are made all the time.  Using a newspaper, a library, a museum, or the Internet, find out about some current events in paleontology.
8. Local Paleontology
Fossils can be found all over the world.  What kind of fossils can be found in Massachusetts?  How about in New England?  What is Massachusetts’s state fossil?
